
  

 

4. a) The Edict of Potsdam of 29th October 1685  (German/French) 
 
This edict is in a special league. No other edict was published so often and in such number (Kohnke). A 
shortened version was circulated in French to reach as many fugitives as possible. Here you see both the 
bilingual French/German version and the French version. In 14 articles the Great Elector Frederick William 
of Brandenburg (1620-1688) who, unlike his Lutheran subjects, was of the Reformed Calvinist faith, 
promised his French co-religionists generous privileges which motivated around 20.000 Huguenots to head 
for Brandenburg-Prussia. 
 
It was above all the economic privileges and the 12-year exemption from all taxes which attracted so many. 
But for these religious refugees the assurance of the free exercise of their Reformed faith and the freedom 
to build churches and to choose their own French ministers which were of paramount importance.  
 
In the preamble to the Edict of Potsdam Frederick William took the side of the Huguenots risking thereby 
angering Louis XIV but winning the affection of his new subjects.

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


